Every child is an individual. Children vary in their temperaments, empathy and sociability.
behaviour.
Below are some general guidelines for development. The guidelines below are not hard and fast rules. Skills take time to learn and to become established.
Sickness, fatigue and stress can result in backward steps with young children's emerging social and emotional skills. Children learn skills at different times. 
Emotional development
• Empathy developed to the stage of protecting others • Comforts other children in distress.
• Small percentage of 7-8 years olds still show moderate levels of aggression • Able to understand that they can feel two emotions at once, e.g. anger and love
Self-concept
• Sensitive to criticism • May be sensitive to losing or not being skilled at things • Can reliably label own characteristics in comparison to other children
Relationships
• Likely to have reciprocal friends and to be members of small networks of peers • Engages in more social play • Spends more time with members of social and friendship networks.
• May favour same-sexed parent • Plays simple competitive games • Chooses own friends
